By Kinneret Globerman

Want to know what can
happen when East meets
West?

Then you might want to
read Chicken Soup with
Chopsticks: 4 Jew's Strug-
gle for Truth in an Inter-
faith Relationship. It’s the
most unusual story of Jack
and Belinda Botwinik.

Produced by the local
couple’s own publishing
company, Piper Spider, it
was written to help others
in inter-faith relationships
understand the challenges
ahead of them.

When they first met in
1994 in Toronto, Jack was a
secular Jew and Belinda, a
Chinese atheist.

Their total immersion in
Judaism ~ f-om practising
orthodoxy to name changes
(he, to Yanll and she, to
Bina Ester) -- was not even
on the horizin. Jack spoke
English and a bit of Yid-
dish; Belind , English and

Cantonese. [ e felt strongly

about Jewih continuity.
Religion vas not that
important to mer.
“Almost immediately, 1
was aware that if it clicked
between us, there would be
a lot of turmoil, both in my
family and probably within
myself as well,” says Yankl.
The fact that Bina Ester
was open to Judaism made
it harder for him to sever a
relationship that might have
no future. '
And they had so much in
common.
Sure, maybe their cul-

tures were different, and

their histories certainly, but
they had a similar outlook
on life, and questioning
minds. So, rather than nip
the relationship before it
had a chance to bloom, they
opted to stay together and
feel their way along:-a very
rocky road.

Constantly questioning,
analyzing, reading, attend-
ing lectures, debating and
discussing, they explored
different religions, but it
became apparent to both of

. them that Judaism had all
of the spiritual answers
they were looking for.

But Yankl’s parents were

adamantly opposed to the
unorthodox relationship.

" Although they liked Belin-

da, and although both she
and Jack had been “inspir-
ing each other towards spir-
itual growth,” they were
anxious for her to convert.
Bina Ester’s family was
somewhat more accepting.
Yet, even though Bina Ester
felt she had found the one

true religion, she was hav-

ing difficulties of her own.

“Covering my hair was
not easy, and wearing skirts
and things,” she says. “I
like my jeans! I learned
[how to adjust] very gradu-
ally”

It was only after she and
Yankl had spent a month in
Israel in 1996 in an Ortho-
dox community that Bina
Ester was able to accept her
new mode of dress.

“It helped me to realize
that in terms of covering
yourself more, there’s a
dignity thing there.”

But her most difficult

tirdle was yet to come.

“Seeing Judaism being
the truth (and L.did see it as

For information on the book,
visit www.PaperSpider.NET

the truth), was easier than
deciding whether 1 wanted
to convert,” she says.
“From Judaism’ perspec-
tive, a non-Jew can gain a
portion of the world to
come by being a good non-
Jew; there’s no need to con-
vert. So for me to really
determine that I want to be
a Jew was harder than see-
ing Judaism as the truth.”

Chicken Soup with
Chopsticks: A Jew's Strug-
gle for Truth in an Inter-
Jfaith Relationship, written
by Yankl Botwinik, tells
their fascinating journey —
how both came to terms
with being observant (yet
still questioning) Jews.

Initially, the Botwiniks
couldn’t decide how to
share the story with others.

They considered a class-
room/workshop venue but
finally decided that a book
was the most appropriate
vehicle. )

They spent three years
researching publishing op-
portunities and the process
itself; finally realizing they’d
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have the most control if they produced

the book themselves:

And so “Paper Spider” was born.
(The website explains the origin of
the name: their “products include
printed books (hence paper), and
[their] business lives on the Web.”)

With Bina Ester’s computer back-
ground and both of their highly tuned
research skills, their first publication
is a sophisticated product sold at
Chapters (they’ve already had two
book-signings there), Loblaws at Col-
lege Square, and at Machzikei Hadas
Synagogue.

Their next book, How to Screen

Your Dates: Secret Shortcuts to Suc-
cessful Relationships; will also. be
penned by Yankl, who will'base much
of the material on Torah wisdom.
And there are more titles in the
works. The Botwiniks want to publish

books that will reach out to the
searching, questioning ‘Jew. And

because they do it all themselves —
there’s no agent to pay, no publisher

and distribution costs — they can

donate books to libraries and offer
non-profit organizations fund-raising
opportunities.

In the meantime, they are hosting
events here in Canada and, eventually,
in the States. Their most recent: an

evening at the SJICC this past Febru-
ary. Rabbi Eli Braun, director of the
Gishur Centre for Counseling and
Mediation, facilitated a discussion
that focused on how family and the
community should respond to inter-
faith dating.

" Paper Spider’s next évenit is sched-
uled for May 10 in Toronto, at the
Pride of Israel Synagogue with Rabbi
Michael Skobac — the educational
director of Jews for Judaism.

Theirs is an inspiring story. For
more information on their book or on
Paper Spider, its products and upcom-
ing events, check out www Paper
Spider.Net or call (613) 321-9850.





