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Hoel 4. Shurkin

, whar happens when o

Jewish buy from a passionacely

secular funily mecs a lov
Chinese il and they fall in love?
are several possibilities, the least likely
being she converts and both go frum,

Of course, that's what happened o
Jack Bowwinik and Belinda Cheung in
Toronte, Canada.

T'he couple, on the way fignring vut
twhat to do abour their dilermma, find dhat
|Lh{' wisest advice they get came from a
| Conservative rabbi who told them nor o
{judge Judaisim by che Jews they will meet

The issuc in Mr Botwinilds ook,
“Chicken Soup with € hopsticks.” in
whicli he recounts dicir experience and
offers advice ro odhers, is not so much

{h

| has:
| means? Do you keep going or do you

Interfaith
Issues

Jack Botwinik bases his new
ook on his personal experience.

inrerariage — she converced belore the
wedding so it wasn't an issue in the
end — bur interdating.

What happens when your besherr isnt
Jewish? Morcover, what happens when
ainly doesit even look Jewish and
slutely no idea what being Jewish

she

break it oll? The book tells how they
decide w condnue cheir refationship
and why.

Mt Borwinik’s dilemma is cthat as he
and Belinda become more serious in
their relationship, he begins to take morc
seriously the Orthodox view that the
“Torah is the word of God, and God
(."ll:'i'll']}" \.'r]}l'ﬁ inl.'cr]llzi.rri'&ge iS fOl‘bi\ideﬂ.

When asked why he should nor con-
sider marrying Belinda, the answer is

see Interfaith Issues on page 32

Interfaith Issues from page 31

“because God said so.” Thar should
1 end rthe conversation, and thats

| whart several Orchodox rabbis tell

| him, bur it doesn't, as he learns.

He has fallen in love. And so, he
and Belinda go through a passage of
exploration and self-examination.

He examines his Jewishness while
she decides whether to convert.

Should he pressure her? Should
there be a time definite when they
call it off if she has not decided?

IHow should he handle his family,
whicl is very unhappy about the
situarion, and hers, which must
have been totally clueless?

“They run into the obstacles all
converts runinto in Orthodox
conversions - the deliberate practice
of discouraging conversions - plus
somme serious bad manners, like the
people who are happy to have him
come to Shabbat lunch as long as he
duesnt bring Belinda along.

Forrunately, most everyone clse has
a good heart. She converts; chey get
marricd. They now have two gorgeous
children whao show their heritages in
their faces, and are expecting a chird,

The book was self-published. In a wele-
phone interview from Ouawa, Belinda
;(_:hd.‘ung, now Bina Fsta, said thar she and
| her husband have formed a publishing
company, Pupcr Spidel‘ Productions, and
will publish other buoks by other authors.

“I'he hook has minor problems, The
Botwiniks apparently are doomed o a
world in which no rabbi has a first name.
They are “Rabbi Silver” and “Rabbi
Zimmerman,” nothing more.

The most serious criticism is chat ic
lacks her voice.

“Wie meant it to be his story,” she says.

“You'll have to wait for the sequel,”
he says.

t. Boowinik was raised in the vibrant
Jewish section of Montreal, the son of a
secular Fami]y wirh srr_nng]:_'wish 'ldr_‘m.il:y,
Iis mother came from Tralian-Jewish
S[Ol:k; fi]{_‘ Fath::l’ wads a4 i)'«l.‘)'siullﬂlc l)c.liﬂ\"c.['
in the joys of Yiddish. Whar they weren't
was religious.

She was born near Hong Kong and .
camc to Canada as a child. The family
had no particular religion, She is clearly a
decent, lovely, very bright and sensitive
woman, rhe kind of woman most
Jewish mothers would wish to have as a
dal.lghtcr—in—law, which of course made.
things harder.

SIMCHAHS

Canadian author Jack Botwinik
was rulsed in the Jewish scoetion of

Montreal. His then-finncee, Belinda
Chenng, had no particular religion.

Why did she convert? What were her
fears? What finally convinced her?

While M. Botwinik’s journey toward
observance is interesting, it is her
exploration of Judaism that one would
love to know more about. He had a
foundation for making his transition; she
came from a blank slate.

“It was a gradual process of explo-
ration,” he says. “We both came to the
conclusion it was Orthodoxy or nothing.
It seems to make more sense.”

in the end, Mr. Borwinik concludes, in
a statement with which many Jews would
disagree, that his book “speaks to the
potential for Jewish growth” chrough in-
terdating. “To suggest that I could not
have come to discover the beauty of Torah
except through interdating would be
overstating the case,” he acknowledges.

“I knew I was playing with fire,” he
| says. But.in his case, it seems to have
worked out alright.

For information on the book, “Chick-
en Soup with Chopsticks: A Jew's Struggle
for Triith in an Interfaith Relationship,”
call 1-888-BOQKS-88 or visit the Web
site, www.PaperSpider.Net . [] :

Joel N. Shurkin is a local freelance writer




