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Interfaith
Issues

J~k Botwinik bases his new

book on his personal e~rienee.
- inrermauiage - she converted before the

wedding so ir wasn't an issue in the
end - but interdaring.

What happel15 when yout besherr isn't
Jewish? Moreover, what happel15 when
she certainly d'Jesn't evenlook]ewish and
has absolutely no idea what being Jewish
means? Do you keep going Ot do you
break it off? The book tells how they
decide to continue their telatiollShip
a11d why.

Mr. BorwiniJ{s dilemma is that as he
and Belinda become more serious in
tl,eit relationship, he begins to take more
seriously the Orthodox view that the
Tor,ill is the'wordofGod, and God
clearly says intermarriage is forbidden.

WIlen asked why he should nor con-
sider marrying Belinda, the answer is

see It,terfaith Issues on page 32 Why did she converr? What were her
fea,,? What finally convinced her?

While Mr. Botwinik's journey tOWalU
observance is interesting, it is her
exploration of Judaism that one would
lovc to know more about. He had a
fuundation for making his transition; she
came from a blank slate.

"It was a gradual process of explo-
ration," he says. "We both came to the
concllJJiion it was Orthodoxy Ot nothing.
It seetrlsto miikc "lore ~nse." .

In the end, Mr. Botwlnlk concludes, In
a statement withwhi"h many Jews would
disagree, that his book "speaks to the
potentialfot Jewish growrH' through in-
tetd;lting. "To suggest that I could not
have come to disCOvet the be-aury ofTotah
except thtough intetdating would be
overstating the case," he acknowledges.

"I knew j. was playing with fire," he
sa~. But.inhis q!$e, it seems to have

wotked out alright.
For infurmaiion oil the book, "Chick.

~ SoupwithC~opsticks:"AJew'sS~ruggie
fur Truth in an IntelfaithRelationship,"
calI1-888-BOOKS'88 or visit the Web
site, www.Papecspider.Net . 0

Joel NShurkin is a local fieltince writer


